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Introduction

As a foundation subject in the National Curriculum, art needs to be studied in its own right.  It is, however, important that cross-curricular links and interactions are explored. This takes place within the classroom so that pupil’s experiences and learning in art are part of a coherent whole incorporated within other national curriculum subject.

Learning in art education should provide the pupils with a unique way of perceiving themselves and the world, which is not taught in other areas of the school curriculum.

Art should also give children an opportunity for expression without needing language skills and provides a tool for the development of fine motor skills.

Through the teaching of art, we endeavour to integrate art with the child’s personal and cultural development and understanding.

We should ensure provision of artistic experiences within the classroom, the surrounding environment, the local community, as well as out of school visits and trips.

Aims of Art Education

The aims of teaching art are:

1. To develop imagination and creativity.

2. To develop observation and the recording of visual images.

3. To promote the expression of ideas and feelings.

4. To develop the interpretation of visual images and develop their visual vocabulary in order that they can effectively express themselves through artistic means.

5. To promote the transformation of materials into images and objects.

6. To help develop in the child the practical skills of observation and visual investigation.

7. To promote the study of works of artists, craft workers and designers (Male and Female) and to implement the Curriculum Cymraeg through study of contemporary and historical Welsh artists and craftspeople.
8. To promote the study of the history of art and design and of their own and others cultural traditions and heritage.

9. To provide a tool for the progressive improvement of fine motor skills.

10. To gain experience of a variety of tools and mediums.
11. To give pupil’s opportunity through the use of various artistic media to acquire skills and develop artistic techniques.
The specific learning outcomes for individual pupils are expressed in the programmes of study set out in the National Curriculum.

We aim to stimulate the pupil’s imagination and inventiveness through the provision of a visually stimulating school environment through displays, books etc. We also aim to provide the necessary materials to enhance the development of proficiency.

Our idea is for the child to produce two dimensional and three dimensional work. This can take place through tactile learning, developing and understanding of scale and proportion, line, tone, form and the handling and correct use of different tools to enable good practice.
We intend to give guidance where appropriate to enable the pupils to gain skills and understanding of concepts and to develop each child’s confidence.
Management and administration
Pupil’s understanding and enjoyment of art, craft and design should be developed through activities that bring together the requirements from all the areas in the National Curriculum Orders – Investigating and making and knowledge and understanding wherever possible. 

(National Curriculum Orders for Art)

Drawing and painting are central to art activities. All children will have the opportunities to use a range of tools and materials for drawing. All children will be introduced to basic skills in mark making, colour mixing and painting through experience with a range of media, brushes, tools, paints and surfaces. The Curriculum Subject Co-ordinator will check for progression in these skills and opportunities to encourage improvements as the child progresses through the school through use of the scheme of work. Provision of sketchbooks for Year 1-2 children and also for Year 3-6 children provide a record of progression and development of skills, planning and experimentation.
All children are given the opportunity to undertake a balanced programme of 2D and 3D art activities. These reflect the elements and skills using appropriate language and encouraging children to express their own ideas and feelings.

In Upper Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2, time is allocated for the teaching of specific art skills and knowledge.  These are then applied and developed in topics linked to other subjects.
Time Allocation

Art features as part of the daily experience of each class principally through illustrations for topic work and specific curriculum subjects. It is taught as a classroom lesson delivered by the Subject Co-ordinator throughout Upper Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 and each classroom teacher as additional practice and learning within the general Curriculum.
Art work is undertaken in classrooms, special shared areas, or areas outside the classroom in particular the art bay where most art resources are kept and the Art Curriculum is delivered by the Art Co-ordinator.

Classroom work may stem from observation and interpretation, imagination or fantasy.

Ideas can be expressed through:

· Drawing

· Painting
· Collage
· Printmaking

· Textiles

· Three dimensional Materials

· Information Technology

· Involvement in display in the classroom and around the school

Role of the Art Co-ordinator

The art Co-ordinator has the following responsibilities:
· To support the implementation of the school art policy.

· Take the information from the scheme of work and ensure that all areas are covered and show differentiation and progression.

· Consult with class teachers.

· Keep an audit of resources.
· Attend courses and meetings and disseminate current information regarding the National Curriculum and Foundation Phase Outcomes and convey any changes to the whole staff.

Role of the Art teacher

· To plan, deliver and assess National Curriculum and Foundation Phase Outcomes Art, ensuring coverage of statutory requirements by following the school scheme of work for art when encouraging pupils to use skills learned in art lessons during other curriculum subject work.

· To be aware of exceptional artistic talent and to encourage and stimulate this talent.

· To be aware of children with special and/or EAL needs and provide them with activities suited to their ability.

· To appreciate, value and encourage the children’s efforts through praise and support.

· To value children’s original, creative work and have high expectations of that work in order to stimulate and encourage creative effort whilst not being influenced by one’s own preconceived ideas or expectations.

· To be aware that art, craft and design is sometimes taught as part of a topic linked to other Subjects.
· To be aware that close observational and experimental work involving children in drawing and painting links directly with experimental and observational work in Science.

· To teach children in their normal class groups with mixed ability groups.

· Take into account the specific stages of development in art to ensure activities will match the child’s development.

· All teachers responsible for the planning and teaching of art will refer to the Scheme of Work and medium term plans, seeking specialist support from the Subject leader where necessary.

· Lower Foundation Phase children should have the same access to the art curriculum as Upper Foundation Phase children.
· Children will be given opportunities to produce art work in the style of other cultures and be introduced to famous Welsh artists, past and present.

· All children are shown the safe and appropriate use of equipment and materials.

· Each class teacher has a responsibility for display within the classroom and around the school where appropriate.

Assessment

Teachers will assess the children’s work as there is no prescribed “test” for this subject area. A final assessment of what a pupil has achieved will be done in relation to the attainment targets.

At St Mary’s school, achievements and progress in art, craft and design are reported to parents verbally twice a year and a written report is given at the end of each school year.

Resources

Resources for art are generally stored in shared areas particularly the well-equipped Art, DT and Maths bay, with some resources being available within individual classrooms. Besides basic materials, resources include tools, books and pictures, posters etc to support the work of artists, craft-workers and designers.
Differentiation
Differentiation is built into the scheme. Each lesson plan caters for a mixed ability class and takes into consideration individual pupil’s abilities and provides activities to extend pupils. 
Health and Safety

Safe and appropriate use of tools must be thoroughly explained to pupils at the start of lessons. 

Reference should be made to the Health and Safety policy to ensure a safe environment for the pupils to learn in.
Equal Opportunities
All pupils regardless of gender, creed, nationality, physical or educational ability are given opportunity to express themselves freely through the subject of Art. Differentiation is
integral to the scheme of work and is implemented through support by teaching staff. 
We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.
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