St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Design and Technology policy

MISSION STATEMENT

Learning and Loving

Caring and Sharing

Nurturing the wholeness

Our school policy is that every child will be taught in an

environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love,

tolerance and respect .
We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.

1. Introduction
This policy outlines the teaching and learning of design and technology.  It reflects the views of all teaching staff and was drawn up as result of staff discussion.   This policy has been approved by the head-teacher. This policy will be reviewed annually by the co-ordinators..  The implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff and will be monitored by the subject leaders and the headteacher.

2. Aims of Design and Technology

· Design and technology is a practical subject providing opportunities for all children to design and make good quality products.

· The aim of this school is to develop designing and making skills, knowledge and understanding to the best of each child’s ability, using a range of tools, materials and components safety. To enhance their work by the use of ICT within the subject.
· Design and Technology involves children in developing an understanding of the ways in which products have been designed in the past and present to meet the needs of people.

· Within design technology we want to see children develop and extend their literacy and numeracy skills.

3. Implementing Design and Technology

Time allocation

An afternoon session fortnightly  (approx. 1 hour will be allocated to teaching design and technology.  For some activities it may be more appropriate to block time (eg an afternoon per week for ½ a term, or to have a DT week. Teachers will be given the flexibility to decide the best approach for each topic.
The school has adopted the LCP and QCA scheme of work and has selected 3 units of work to be completed in each year (ie one per term).  In addition to this the school now enters the Sainsbury’s active kids get cooking challenge Food a Fact of Life healthy life competitions.  Support materials are available in the form of ‘Helpsheets’ and ‘Lesson Plans’ produced by the Design and Technology Association (DATA).  Staff have access to the TTS booklets, Data magazines and a list of available websites and software.
Recommended activities

Units of work will always include the three types of activity specified in the National Curriculum Order:

· investigative and evaluative activities

· focused practical tasks

· designing and making assignments


Units of work will be planned over a 2-year cycle to ensure balance and progression.

Link with other subjects

The relevant links with Literacy, numeracy, science and IT have been detailed in the planned units of work (see QCA /LCP units of work)

Organisation
Children will be taught by their class teacher in all years. Once every two year cycle children in KS2 will visit Enginuity Design and Technology Museum.
Learning outcomes

         Children will initially investigate existing products and use ICT for research.

Children will design and make a range of products.  A good quality finish will be expected in all design and make activities appropriate to the age and ability of the child.

All children will record their designing and making by using design technology workbooks, ICT – photography/ and selection of appropriate software and websites. Some design sheets will be provided for the children where appropriate.
All children will be expected to evaluate their work as they progress and make alterations as necessary. A finished product will be evaluated against success criteria. Children will be encouraged to use 2 stars and a wish – in line with the marking policy.

Equal opportunities
We believe that it is important for all children to experience the range of design and technology activities. We will use opportunities within design and technology to challenge stereotypes.

Special needs
All children will be encouraged and supported to develop design and technology capability through a range of materials.  We recognised the importance of identifying the specific difficulties that individual children might have in design and technology so that appropriate teaching and organisation strategies can be adopted.

Guidelines for Design and Technology
1. Assessment, recording and reporting

Class teachers will keep samples of work in portfolios of their chose. The co-ordinator will monitor progress according to the monitoring timetable.

· Resources 

Consumable materials are ordered to resource the scheme of work by each year group.  Each year group now organises their own resources.

Other D&T books and publications are kept with each year group. Teachers will order books from the library service. 


2. Health and safety

Teachers will always teach the safe use of tools and equipment and insist on good practice.  Children will be taught to return tools to the toolbox when not in use.  Detailed Health and Safety guidance is available to all staff having a copy of the booklet Safety Guidelines for Key Stage 1 and 2.
Food – hygiene and safety (refer to ‘Food technology in the primary school’ Jenny Ridgewell – available with co-ordinator.  Food will be bought and used on the day it is needed. Before undertaking a food technology activity a letter will be sent to parents outlining the activity and requesting information about allergies/illnesses etc which could influence the child’s ability to take part (see ‘Food technology in the primary school’ for a sample letter). The class teacher/classroom assistant will check that cupboards, tabletops, cooker etc. are clean and in working order. Staff are to use the hygienic role to cover all surfaces. Plastic aprons will be worn by adults and children when working with food.  (available from co-ordinators)
3. Parent helpers /classroom assistants

· need to be aware of all the health and safety issues relating to an activity when supporting pupils

· the teacher will need to decide the most appropriate way to organise the use of the helper/CA

· need to be aware that when pupils are involved in a design and make activity (DMA) they need to be allowed to make decisions and undertake practical work without unnecessary adult intervention.  
4. Role of the co-ordinator

The co-ordinator will:

· lead the development of design and technology in the school

· provide guidance to individual members of staff

· keep up to date with local and national developments in design and technology and disseminate relevant information

· lead one staff meeting per updating staff on new tools, materials etc. (dependent on school development plan)

· review and monitor the success and progress of the planned units of work

· monitor and evaluate standards in the subject. This will be conducted in line with the school’s agreed policy on monitoring and evaluation and will include: reviewing teachers’ planning, collecting samples of children’s designing and making from each unit of work (see above), observing teaching.
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