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Our school policy is that every child will be taught ICT in an environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love, tolerance and respect and will be helped to reach their full potential in ICT.
EQUALITY IMPACT STATEMENT

In St Mary’s, we have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public-Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relationships.

Through teaching children the skills to use ICT we equip them to participate in a rapidly-changing world where work and leisure activities are increasingly transformed by technology. We focus on developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information in an effective way. ICT skills are a major factor in enabling children to be confident, creative and independent learners.
Aims and objectives 
By giving children opportunities to develop their ICT skills through all Areas of Learning, we aim to enable children to be confident, creative and independent learners. Children will;
· be curious, interested and gain enjoyment from using ICT;

· to develop ICT capability in finding, selecting and using information;

· to use various software packages to record and present information;

· interact and collaborate with other children using ICT software and websites;
· to apply their ICT skills and knowledge to their learning in other areas.

· have an in depth understanding of e-safety and an awareness of how to stay safe online

Teaching and Learning
We recognise all children are different and provide suitable learning opportunities by matching the challenge of the activity to the needs / ability of the child. We encourage children to learn collaboratively and take some ownership for their own learning with adults facilitating this, willing to learn alongside.

Early on the learning continuum, children will be involved in activities which begin developing their ICT skills in line with the Digital Competence Framework (DCF). They will have opportunities to use simple computer packages and websites. They will have opportunities to use the Interactive Whiteboard, laptops and iPads where they will develop their manipulative skills. HWB is used to support collaborative learning and all children have their own user name and password to enable access at home.
In line with the DCF, ICT skills are developed across all areas of learning in the Foundation Phase.
Effective provision for ICT skills are carefully planned across all areas of learning to ensure that children have opportunities to develop, apply and extend their skills. We aim to ensure learning is exciting, challenging and creative, and that learners understand what they need to do to improve and how they can do this. Every opportunity is taken to develop the skills identified in the Digital Competence Framework through the Areas of Learning.
Personal and Social Development and Well Being

· Working collaboratively with other children 
· Increasing skills of independence, e.g. research using the internet

Mathematical Development

· Problem-Solving activities using internet sites.

· Using data-handling packages to present information.

· Developing directional skills by using programmable toys and through J2Code on HWB
Bilingual Skills

· Using websites such as HWB to promote bilingual skills.
ESDGC / Cultural Diversity

· Researching different countries and cultures on the internet.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Recording and communicating data using J2E, e.g. eye colour investigation

· Gathering and representing data, e.g. monitoring rainfall

· Using variety of information sources for research

Physical Development

· Fine motor skills, handling mouse with increasing control and using a track pad on a laptop.
Creative Development

· ICT programs for drawing and painting to create pictures and explore different options

· Recording creating movement using digital camera/iPad / video for self-evaluation purposes

· Experimenting, creating and recording sounds using suitable software

E-Safety

Safe and appropriate use of ICT is embedded throughout all activities and as part of the DCF and detailed in the E-Safety Policy. Current and emerging technologies are discussed so that learners gain an understanding of the importance of safe, responsible and legal use of ICT at all times, minimising risks to data, themselves and others. Children progress from working safely with support and supervision to working safely, responsibly and independently, thus ensuring their safety when using digital communications both within and outside of the school environment. 
Additional Learning Needs inc. More Able & Talented

ICT skills are developed with all children, whatever their ability. It forms part of a broad and balanced education for all children. 

Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to include challenge and support for our most and least able children. When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School recognises and supports the needs of all children. Pupils will be offered appropriate challenging opportunities to generate their own learning, to think and work independently and to foster a love and commitment to lifelong learning.

We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.
Curriculum Cymreig

Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. 
Transition

Whole school planning allows for smooth transition between phases. Regular curriculum meetings take place to ensure progression, smooth transition and continuity between the phases.

Resources

There are a wide range of resources within each area of the Foundation Phase.  All children have access to an Interactive Whiteboard, laptops and iPads. 

J2e on the HWB website is used to develop ICT skills alongside apps and interactive games on the iPads. Whole class ICT PPA lessons take place in the Computer Suite where a more formal approach to teaching a specific skill can be carried out.

Monitoring 

This takes place in line with the Monitoring Policy and is carried out by the ICT co-ordinator.
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.











Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 
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