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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy 
community where we are loved and valued as 

individuals. 
 
  

As Disciples of Jesus, we learn  
together, pray together and  

celebrate together as one in God’s love. 
 

Together with parents/carers, the parish and the 

wider community, we prepare our children to live 

and build God’s kingdom on earth.  



 

Our school policy is that every child will be taught Knowledge 
and Understanding of the World in an environment which 

reflects the Church’s teachings of love, tolerance and respect 
and will be helped to reach their full potential in Knowledge 

and Understanding of the World. 
 
Children should experience the familiar world through enquiry, 
investigating the indoor and outdoor environment in a safe and 
systematic way. They should be given experiences that help them 
to increase their curiosity about the world around them and help 
them to begin to understand past events, people and places, living 
things, and the work people do. Using all their senses, they should 
be encouraged to enjoy learning by exploration, enquiry, and 
experimentation, asking questions and trying to find answers. They 
should learn to demonstrate care, responsibility, concern and 
respect for all living things and the environment. They should 
develop and communicate using an increasing range of 
appropriate vocabulary. They should learn to express their own 
ideas, opinions and feelings with imagination, creativity and 
sensitivity. The children’s skills should be developed across all 
Areas of Learning through participation in experiential learning 
activities and through the use of sources such as stories, 
photographs, maps, models and ICT. 
Children will develop skills and knowledge through learning 
opportunities in the following key areas: 

 People and Places 

 Time and People 

 Myself and Other Living Things 

 Myself and Other Non-Living Things 
 
Aims and objectives 

  To provide meaningful and enjoyable experiences, as 
defined by the Foundation Phase curriculum, through which 
ideas can be explored and discoveries made. 

  To stimulate children’s interests, and make them aware of 
their surroundings and environment and its heritage. 

  To encourage and develop observation and enquiry skills 
which can be transferred to other areas of learning. 

 To foster an interest in, and a caring attitude to the 
environment. 



 To develop children’s awareness of similarities and 
differences between people and places and how they 
change over time. 

 To develop an awareness and understanding of the cultural, 
environmental and historical characteristics of Wales. 

  To develop children’s natural curiosity about the world 
around them whilst fostering a sense of wonder, enjoyment 
and enthusiasm. 

 To develop the ability to work with and respect the opinions 
of others. 

 To become effective communicators. 
 To record their findings in a variety of ways and evaluate 
them. 

 
Through ‘myself, other living things and non-living things’ at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Primary we aim to: 

 develop children’s knowledge and understanding of themselves, 
plants and animals; 

 enable children to recognise different environments / habitats 
and the effects of different seasons on some plants and 
animals; 

 enable children to distinguish between and group materials 
according to their properties and to understand how different 
materials behave, relating this to their purpose; 

 develop children’s knowledge and understanding of some 
physical phenomena. 

 
Through ‘places and people’ at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary we aim 
to: 

 enable children to learn about their own and other localities 
around Wales and the wider world; 

 develop children’s skills to use maps, atlases and globes; 

 enable children to recognise and distinguish between natural 
and human features; 

 develop children’s awareness of how people’s actions can 
improve or damage the environment. 

 
Through ‘time and people’ at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary we aim 
to: 

 enable children to recognise change caused by time; 

 develop children’s ability to identify differences between ways of 
life at different times in Wales and the wider world; 



 enable children to recognise there are reasons for and 
consequences of some actions; 

 develop children’s appreciation of different representations and 
interpretations of the past. 

 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
We recognise all children are different and provide suitable 
learning opportunities by matching the challenge of the activity to 
the needs / ability of the child. We encourage children to learn 
collaboratively and take some ownership for their own learning 
with adults facilitating this, willing to learn alongside. 
Children will be involved in activities which begin developing their 
investigative and enquiry skills through a range of hands-on 
activities.  
 
 
Knowledge and Understanding skills across all areas of 
learning in the Foundation Phase 
Effective provision for experiencing the familiar world through 
investigating the indoor and outdoor environment are carefully 
planned across the areas of learning to ensure that children have 
opportunities to develop, apply and extend their skills of 
investigation, exploration, enquiry, observation and thinking skills 
through a variety of activities, including ICT. Every opportunity is 
taken to develop the skills identified in the Skills Framework for 3 – 
19 year olds in Wales of developing thinking, communication, ICT 
and number across the areas of learning. 
 
Personal and Social Development and Well Being 

 Expressing personal views and feelings about events in the 
past, both personal and historical, using ‘open’ questions to 
extend children’s thinking about emotions and those that others 
may/ not have felt during a specific event 

 Develop an awareness of different cultures and the differing 
needs, views and beliefs of other people in their own and other 
cultures 

 Develop an understanding about dangers in the home and 
outside environment 



GCSD / Cultural Diversity 

 Talking and learning about different parts of the world / cultures; 
experiencing traditions and celebrations from different cultures 
in the local community and in others across Wales and the 
wider world 

 Examining the environmental effects of humans on the world  

 Discussing sustainable development in relation to own area and 
wider world 

 
Language, Literacy and Communication Skills 

 Looking at and referring to books and ICT sources to find 
information about animals, the environment and famous people 
of the past and present, initially locating and discussing their 
findings progressing to being able to transfer and use the 
information to extend their learning 

 Through initially listening to and asking questions of people / 
visitors with different roles in the community to progressing to 
writing descriptions about the work that these people do and 
how important they are to our communities today 

 
Mathematical Development 

 Using the immediate outdoor environment and the local 
environment provides opportunities to observe patterns 
(repeating) – initially recording simple patterns progressing to 
more detailed / intricate patterns (symmetry) 

 Devising plans and maps of the school environment and the 
local environment reinforces the development of the 
mathematical language of position 

 Collecting and analyzing data about themselves, places and the 
past provides opportunities for different ways of communicating 
this 

 Measuring in context when investigating about the world  
 
Bilingual Skills 

 Whilst undertaking visits in the local environment, attention 
should be drawn to bilingual road signs, or Welsh or bilingual 
house, street or place names 

 
Physical Development 

 Using magnifying glasses to observe plants and insects then, 
recording these by using a variety of media; the diagrams and 



drawings becoming more sophisticated as the children’s fine 
manipulative skills develop 

 
Creative Development 

 Using construction kits and recyclable materials children can 
make models of features within the local environment 

 Using different musical instruments children can devise and 
represent sounds heard in the indoor and outdoor learning 
environment. 

 
Literacy and Numeracy Framework 
Planning has been adapted to incorporate cross curricular links 
using the LNF. Tasks are set that introduce, consolidate, apply and 
make progress in specific numeracy and literacy skills. 
 
 
 
Additional Learning Needs inc. More Able & Talented 
Investigative and enquiry skills are developed with all children, 
whatever their ability. It forms part of a broad and balanced 
education for all children.  
Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to 
include challenge and support for our most and least able children. 
When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for 
individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). 
St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School recognises and supports the 
needs of all children. Pupils will be offered appropriate challenging 
opportunities to generate their own learning, to think and work 
independently and to foster a love and commitment to lifelong 
learning. 
 
We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this 
policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with 
protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the 
Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the 
need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity 
and foster good relations. 
 
 
Curriculum Cymreig 
Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, 
knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and 



geographical characteristics of Wales e.g. by celebrating St. 
David’s Day and holding an annual whole school Eisteddfod  
 
Transition 
Whole school planning allows for smooth transition between 
phases. Regular curriculum meetings take place to ensure 
progression, smooth transition and continuity between the phases. 
 
 
Statutory Assessment 
Pupils who are first accessing The Foundation Phase at St Mary’s 
will be statutorily assessed using the Child Development Profile 
during the first 6 weeks of the autumn term. At the end of 
Foundation Phase, statutory teacher assessment against 
Foundation Phase outcomes takes place.    
 
Marking, feedback and assessment 
Marking, feedback and assessment will take place in line with the 
Marking and Feedback Policy. 
Non-statutory assessments will take place in line with agreed 
procedures. 
 
 
Resources 
There are a wide range of resources, including ICT resources to 
support language, literacy and communication skills across the 
school. These are kept in the Knowledge and Understanding areas 
/ classrooms and in central resource areas.  
A designated ‘Investigation Area’ is available for the children to 
access in the continuous provision. This area is stocked with 
magnifying glasses, magnets, mirrors, tape measures, globe, 
atlases etc …. 
 
 


