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Our school policy is that every child will develop creatively in an environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love, tolerance and respect and every child helped to reach their full creative potential.
Aims and objectives
Children should be continually developing their imagination and creativity across the curriculum. Their natural curiosity and disposition to learn should be stimulated by everyday sensory experiences, both indoors and outdoors. Children should engage in creative, imaginative and expressive activities in art, craft, design, music, dance and movement. Children should explore a wide range of stimuli, develop their ability to communicate and express their creative ideas, and reflect on their work.

Through Art, craft and design at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School we aim for children to make progress in their ability to:

· explore and experiment with a variety of techniques and materials 

· make choices when choosing materials and resources 

· mix, shape, arrange and combine materials to create their own images and objects that communicate and express their ideas, feelings and memories creatively 

· develop and use their understanding of colour, line, tone, texture, pattern, shape and form 
· develop their understanding of planning, designing, modelling, modifying and reflecting 
· use a variety of materials and tools for experimentation and problem solving 
· design and make simple products and mechanisms 
· reflect on their own and others’ work. 
Through Music at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School we aim for children to make progress in their ability to:

· explore a range of sound sources and experiment with different ways of making and organising sounds 

· create their own musical ideas and contribute to simple compositions 

· sing a range of songs with others 

· play simple rhythmic and melodic patterns on a variety of instruments 

· recognise and describe sounds, and listen and respond to music 

· reflect on their own and others’ music 

· develop increasing control of the musical elements when making music 

· make broad distinctions within the musical elements when listening to music. 

Through Creative movement at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School we aim for children to make progress in their ability to:

· explore and express a range of moods and feelings through a variety of movements 

· develop their responses to different stimuli such as music, pictures, words and ideas 

· develop their control by linking movements to create a series of changing body shapes and pathways 

· work on their own and with others to pretend, improvise and think imaginatively 

· work on their own, with a partner or in a small group to develop their own and others’ ideas and help them to reflect on them 

· perform movements or patterns, including some from traditional Welsh dances and from other cultures. 

Teaching and Learning

The creative process is more important than the outcome at the early stages of development as it allows children to develop the process of thinking and communicating ideas in a symbolic way that suits them best. The skills children develop are applied in their own creations. Creative responses by children should reflect their individuality, preferences and ideas – all of which are valued. There is intrinsic value in this process of creating in terms of children’s involvement and well-being.
We recognise all children are different and provide suitable learning opportunities by matching the challenge of the activity to the needs/ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies taking account of all learning styles whilst extending children’s thinking skills. Opportunities are planned for children to learn collaboratively taking some ownership for their own learning.
Creative Development across all areas of learning in the Foundation Phase
Personal & Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity

· use different types of music to express and discuss emotions and feelings

· use the media and method of their choice to represent/record healthy and unhealthy foods individually, in pairs or small groups

Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
· talk, discuss, listen, and record (pictorially and in writing when developmentally ready) their work and that of others in art and music
· use descriptive vocabulary to respond to pictures, words and a range of different stimuli

Mathematical Development

· use a variety of media to experiment with shape (3-D and 2-D), space and pattern
· use their bodies in drama and dance activities to demonstrate mathematical language of position

Welsh Language Development

· use Welsh vocabulary to describe the work of artists and musicians

· use a variety of media to represent artefacts from Wales

Knowledge and Understanding of the world

· explore and investigate creatively living and non-living things indoors and outdoors, and represent these in their own individual creative way
· through using a range of materials and media, have opportunities to represent routes/maps of their immediate environment, progressing to including written symbols

Physical Development
· use their bodies to express themselves when responding to a variety of sounds and music

· use large boxes/crates and resources to create an imaginary play area indorrs and outdoors that supports the development of their gross motor skills.

Additional Learning Needs including More Able & Talented
Creative skills are developed with all children, whatever their ability. Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to include challenge and support for our most and least able children. When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School recognises and supports the needs of all children. Pupils will be offered appropriate challenging opportunities to generate their own learning, to think and work independently and to foster a love and commitment to lifelong learning.

Equal Opportunities

In St Mary’s, we have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relationships. 

Equality of opportunities is always observed with positive attitudes to Creative skills being developed irrespective of disability, gender, race, ethnic origin, culture, language or religion.

Curriculum Cymreig

Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. The local and school environment is utilised to support this.

Parental Involvement, Partnerships & Community

Parents and members of the community are encouraged throughout the school to support their children’s learning. This may be through a homework task, a workshop, a visiting artist/performer or a trip.
Transition

Whole school planning allows for smooth transition between phases. Regular curriculum meetings take place to ensure progression, smooth transition and continuity between the phases.

Statutory Assessment

Pupils who are first accessing The Foundation Phase at St Mary’s will be statutorily assessed using the Foundation Phase Profile during the first 6 weeks of the autumn term. At the end of Foundation Phase, statutory teacher assessment against Foundation Phase outcomes takes place.   

Marking, feedback and assessment

Marking, feedback and assessment will take place in line with the Marking and Feedback Policy. Non-statutory assessments will take place in line with agreed procedures.

Resources

A wide range of resources (including ICT) supports the Creative Development of children in the Foundation Phase. Designated Creative areas are available for all children to access in the continuous provision. Each area is well-stocked with appropriate equipment to support children in their learning. The areas are also enhanced to reflect current themes and topics.
Monitoring 

This takes place in line with the Monitoring Policy and is carried out by the Creative Development co-ordinator.
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Learning and Loving


Caring and Sharing


through 


The message of Christ

















 


St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.








Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 
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