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St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School
English Policy
Our school policy is that every child will be taught in an environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love, tolerance and respect and will be helped to reach their full potential in English/ Literacy.
We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.
At St. Mary’s we believe that English/Literacy are crucial and important factors in children’s development. To make sense of the world around them, young people need an understanding of written and spoken language. They need the ability to interpret what has been written or said and to draw conclusions from the evidence that surrounds them. It is also about being able to communicate – accurately, fluently and persuasively.All children must be given the opportunity to achieve their potential and strive for continuing growth in all areas of English. The English skills will support pupils’ personal and social development and encourage positive attitudes towards their own and others language development.  
At St. Mary’s school we aim to:
· Help children communicate effectively and confidently
· Enable children to speak clearly, audibly and to take account of their listeners
· Encourage children to listen with concentration and respond with understanding in a wide context
· Provide a wide range of resources and activities to encourage the development of oracy skills (drama, role play improvisation and performance)
· Enable children to become confident, independent readers
· Develop enthusiastic ,reflective readers- provide challenging, substantial texts
· Provide a wide range of books and genre
· Foster enjoyment of writing and recognition of its value
· Encourage children to think of themselves as writers, writing with confidence, fluency and accuracy, making choices about vocabulary.
· Develop an understanding of the structure ,vocabulary and grammar of standard English 
·  Increase knowledge of spelling conventions and punctuation procedures
By immersing children in meaningful language experiences and activities their skills will develop through talking, communicating and listening. At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School we provide opportunities for children’s differing abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, using language to learn and communicate needs, feelings and thoughts.  We encourage them to refer their intentions by asking questions, expressing opinions and making choices through a variety of media, and by building on previous experiences.
Children are able to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. They gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins, developing an awareness of Wales as a country with two languages. We show positive attitudes to speakers of languages other than Welsh and English. They understand that language skills learned in one language can support the development of skills and knowledge in another.

Key Stage 2

Oracy

As they progress through Key Stage 2 children grow in confidence in adapting their talk to an increasing range of situations. They become confident, coherent and engaging speakers, working as individuals and as members of a group. They become increasingly aware of the needs of their audience and of how they can adapt their talk according to its purpose. Their experiences will include opportunities to take part in drama and role-play activities. Growing competence is reflected in their understanding of the appropriate level of formality to use in different situations. They develop as active and responsive pupils in a wide range of situations and show an increasing understanding of how to respond appropriately in both formal and informal contexts. They become increasingly adept at reflecting upon and evaluating their own and others’ performance as speakers and listeners and can suggest ways to improve. 

Reading

Children experience a progressively wide range of reading material, both fiction and non-fiction and, through employing a range of strategies, most are able to read with accuracy and fluency, understanding significant ideas, themes, events and characters. They read a broad range of texts with challenging subject matter. In their personal response, they are able to show understanding of an author’s craft. They express preferences and opinions that they are able to justify. Competence in locating, retrieving, collating and synthesising information and ideas from a range of sources develops. Guided Reading groups are identified using careful analysis of the Salford Reading Test in conjunction with National Test Data and teachers’ own reading assessments and observations. Teachers  develop pupils comprehension skills; including both literal and inferential questioning techniques. Guided Reading sessions take place at least twice a week with a clear learning focus. Members of teaching staff conduct regular informal assessment of pupils’ reading skills. 

Writing

Children become competent writers as they develop, writing clearly and coherently in a range of genre and for a variety of purposes. They acquire a growing understanding of the need to adapt their writing to suit purpose and audience, showing an awareness of the readers’ needs. Their awareness of style and the features of different genre are used and they adjust their language to suit the level of formality required for purpose and audience. 

In all communication modes they work with increasing accuracy and become reflective and evaluative in relation to their own and others’ achievements.

The ‘Big Write’/writing task is planned and delievered over 2/3 weeks where children undertake activities to support them in their final draft.

Planning 

English and Literacy skills are planned to build upon children’s prior learning. Whilst there are opportunities for children of all ability levels to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding, there is planned progression built into the scheme of work, so that children are increasingly challenged as they progress. The ‘Big Write’ allows the pupils to undertake a writing task that involves a build up of work over a number of lessons. This includes reading, oracy activities and scaffolded writing in preparation to produce a final piece which is then awarded a level. 

The Literacy & Numeracy Framework (LNF)

The Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) sets expectations for learners to develop and apply their literacy and numeracy skills across the curriculum.

Additional Learning Needs 
English and Literacy skills are developed with all children, whatever their ability. It forms part of a broad and balanced education for all children. 

Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to include challenge and support for our most and least able children. When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

Equality

We will work across our school community to ensure our commitment to equality and fairness is shared and take steps to ensure that our school is accessible, welcoming and inclusive.

Curriculum Cymreig

Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. The local and school environment is utilised to support this. E.g. role play, listening, reading and responding to Welsh stories. 
Parental Involvement, Partnerships & Community

Parents and members of the community are encouraged throughout the school to support their children’s learning. 

We actively promote parents’ and community support with:


· listening to children read / sharing books

· playing games

· paired reading

· use of See-Saw to share information with parents
Children have homework to reinforce concepts which parents are encouraged to help with. This increases as children progress throughout the school. Reading at home is an expectation, online books are also allocated for children to read if they so wish. Homework also focuses on writing skills. There is a reward system in place to encourage regular reading at home  e.g. if a child reads three times in a week at home, they will receive one reward slip.
Within Key Stage 2 we visit the local library and celebrate days such as World Book Day and Roald Dahl Day to promote reading throughout the school.
Our school library has been redeveloped and we encourage parents to take an active role in their childrens’ reading by bringing their children to the library. 
Assessment

Statutory assessment at the end of Key Stage 2 consists of ongoing teacher assessments throughout the year. These assessments:

· are based on the teacher’s knowledge of how the learner performs across a range of contexts

· takes into account different strengths and areas for development in that learner’s performance

· are checked against adjacent level descriptions to ensure that the level judged to be the most appropriate is the closest overall match to the learner’s performance in the attainment target.

The national tests for reading are administered in the Summer Term from Year 2 – Year 6 and support teacher assessment.

Teachers assess children’s work in language, literacy and communication / English from three aspects.  We make formative assessments through observation and marking which are used to help adjust daily plans. These short-term assessments are closely matched to learning challenges and are recorded as part of on-going formative assessment records.
Teachers make assessments at the end of a unit of work/Big Write topic. These inform next steps for learning by making judgements as they observe children participating in activities and by looking at their written work. A ‘best fit’ judgement is awarded which takes account of  N.C guidance. 

Teachers make summative assessments during the year, and these are used to assess progress against school and national targets.  Staff work with the SMT to compete bespoke Target Setting spreadsheets to award a predicted end of phase level. Teachers highlight and date level grids at the front of each child’s book to assess and level progress throughout the year. This information is passed on to the next teacher at the end of the year, so that s/he can plan for the new school year.  The previous class teacher and new class teacher together then set targets for the next school year. 
These records also enable the teacher to make an annual assessment of progress for each child, as part of the child’s annual report to parents.

Marking, feedback and assessment
Marking, feedback and assessment will take place in line with the Marking and Feedback Policy.

Non-statutory assessments will take place in line with agreed procedures.

Resources

There are a wide range of resources, including ICT resources to support Literacy skills across the curriculum and our school library is currently under development. 
Monitoring 

This takes place in line with the Monitoring Policy and is carried out by the English        

co-ordinator.
Reviewed January 2019 English/Literacy Coordinators. 
H Gillett/N Jones
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
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Learning and Loving


Caring and Sharing


through 


The message of Christ























St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.








Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 








