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(Updated January 2019 by Elin Astbury)

We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.

Introduction

Geography and History (Humanities) are foundation subjects in the National Curriculum. This policy explains how they are implemented within the teaching and learning at St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School. The document also explains current aims and targets for the future.  

The Nature of Humanities

History needs to interest pupils about the past in Britain and the wider world. They need to understand how the past influences the present and what beliefs and cultures influence people’s actions. Consequently pupils will then develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. In this subject children will also find evidence, reflect and draw their own conclusions on a variety of issues. They will learn the appropriate skills to be able to research, select, make judgements and present information, all of which are mandatory skills within adult life.

Geography should develop a knowledge of places and environments around the world, an understanding of maps and a range of investigative and problem solving skills in and around the classroom. The subject teaches an understanding of issues about the environment and sustainable development. Pupils will learn about different societies and cultures, and will think about their own place in the world, their values and their responsibilities to other people and the environment. 

  Undoubtedly, pupils should be able to transfer their knowledge from one subject to another culminating in a rich and varied understanding within this overall subject. When delivering the humanities curriculum, a range of activities are carefully planned to ensure that children are provided with key transferable skills through such activities as presentation work and  fieldwork visits/visitors including investigations, questionnaires, surveys and problem solving etc.

 The teaching of Humanities is also enriched by various field trips throughout the year. Topic related visits are undertaken and outside agencies such as Plas Power and Ironbridge Centre in Telford are used to give pupils the opportunity to undertake interactive historical and geographical fieldwork studies. The validity and development of these visits are regularly discussed with teaching staff.
Aims
In teaching Humanities we aim to develop in pupils:

· An understanding of how events from the past affect the present.

· An understanding of the increasingly multi-faceted character of society.

· To explore the common aspects of Geography and History arising from Wales/ Britain, Europe and the World.

· A knowledge, awareness and understanding of a range of skills linked to Geography and History.

· An understanding of how life has changed over long periods of time and make comparisons

· Geographical knowledge and an understanding of the world and its people.

· A sense of national identity and place it within a European and global context.

· Enhance their sense of responsibility for the care of the Earth and its people and secure their commitment to promoting and living sustainable lifestyles

· Develop their critical enquiry skills and an ability to handle and interpret information, through asking and answering geographical questions and using ICT to communicate with and explore a variety of people, places and environments across the world

Equal opportunities

All pupils have equal access to the Humanities curriculum and are provided with differentiated support when necessary. Risk assessments are carried out prior to all fieldwork activities and support is provided for certain pupils with ALN and physical disabilities. Challenges and extension activities are provided for gifted and talented pupils.

 

Assessment:
 As humanities is now incorporated into the overall three weekly plan then assessment will form part of the co-crafting and feedback. 
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.








Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 








