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Our school policy is that every child will be taught in an

environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love,

tolerance and respect and will be helped to reach their full potential in Language, Literacy and Communication.
We have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations.

At St. Mary’s we believe that Language, literacy and communication are crucial and important factors in children’s development. To make sense of the world around them, young people need an understanding of written and spoken language. They need the ability to interpret what has been written or said and to draw conclusions from the evidence that surrounds them. It is also about being able to communicate – accurately, fluently and persuasively.All children must be given the opportunity to achieve their potential and strive for continuing growth in all areas of Language, Literacy and Communication. 
At St. Mary’s school we aim to:
· Help children communicate effectively and confidently
· Enable children to speak clearly, audibly and to take account of their listeners
· Encourage children to listen with concentration and response with understanding in a wide context
· Provide a wide range of resources and activities to encourage the development of oracy skills (drama, role play improvisation and performance)
· Enable children to become confident, independent readers
· Develop enthusiastic, reflective readers- provide challenging, substantial texts
· Provide a wide range of books and genre
· Foster enjoyment of both reading and writing 
· Encourage children to think of themselves as writers, writing with confidence, fluency and accuracy, making choices about vocabulary.
· Develop an understanding of the structure ,vocabulary and grammar of standard English 
·  Increase knowledge of spelling conventions and punctuation procedures
Foundation Phase
At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School we provide opportunities for children’s differing abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes, using language to learn and communicate needs, feelings and thoughts.  We encourage them to refer their intentions by asking questions, expressing opinions and making choices through a variety of media, and by building on previous experiences.
Children are able to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts.  They gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins, developing an awareness of Wales as a country with two languages. We show positive attitudes to speakers of languages other than Welsh and English. They understand that language skills learned in one language can support the development of skills and knowledge in another.

Teaching and Learning
Early on the learning continuum, children will be involved in activities which begin developing their oracy, reading and writing skills. They will have opportunities to use simple language in their play, follow instructions, listen to and join in with rhymes, songs and stories. They will be able to share and handle books, develop their phonological awareness and explore mark making, emergent writing and word building skills. Experiential activities will support development with skills in real and imaginary situations through structured / free play, role-play and using ‘small world’ resources. As they progress throughout the Foundation Phase, children’s confidence in oracy, reading and writing will increase, they will have a wide variety of methods of communication available to them, including ICT and will become more sophisticated in their learning. Through practical experiential learning opportunities, using a range of resources and ICT children will incorporate relevant detail in explanations, descriptions and narratives, ask and answer questions to clarify their understanding and recognise the importance of language that is clear, fluent and interesting in order to communicate effectively.

They will begin to read with enjoyment, fluency, accuracy and independence, extending their phonological and grammatical awareness when reading a range of texts. In real and imaginary meaningful situations they will have opportunity to write in a variety of genres, organise and present their writing neatly and develop their use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Language, Literacy & Communication skills across all areas of learning in the curriculum 
Effective provision for language, literacy and communication skills are carefully planned across all areas of learning to ensure that children have opportunities to develop, apply and extend their skills of communication, speaking, listening, reading and writing through a variety of media, including ICT. Every opportunity is taken to develop the skills identified in the Revised Skills Framework (2015) for 3 – 19 year olds in Wales.
Personal and Social Development and Well Being

· Through role / imaginative play children have opportunities to discuss and communicate different emotions with others in order to develop their personal and social skills

· Listening to events that have happened to others, children could discuss or record how they think they might have felt in the same situation.

Mathematical Development

· Handling 3D and 2D shapes children’s mathematical language could be developed by describing the properties of these shapes.

· Problem solving activities and relevant questions such as ‘what do you think might happen next’ children’s thinking and speaking skills can be developed through providing relevant and possible answers / solutions.

· Communicating thinking using precise mathematical language.

Bilingual Skills

· Listening to and joining in with simple rhymes / songs / stories in Welsh.

· Reading and writing about favourite Welsh stories and activities / visits undertaken in the community.

ESDGC / Cultural Diversity

· Listening to and discussing stories / poems from other cultures and writing recipes for food from different cultures.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Record pictorial through to written accounts of investigations undertaken in both the indoor and outdoor environments

· Children to give instructions on their journey to school either orally, pictorally or written.

Physical Development

· Listening to instructions / directions in movement activities

· Making lists and rules of how to healthy and safe in their immediate and local environments

· Describing / evaluating own performance and that of others.

Creative Development

· talking, listening and writing about their work and that of others in
· art and craft

· listening to and copying rhythms that are clapped/tapped by

· practitioners and other children, and creating their own musical

· pieces on the computer or through using instruments.

· Language

Additional Learning Needs Inc. More Able & Talented

Language, literacy and communication skills are developed with all children, whatever their ability. . 

Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to include challenge and support for our most and least able children. When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School recognises and supports the needs of all children. Pupils will be offered appropriate challenging opportunities to generate their own learning, to think and work independently and to foster a love and commitment to lifelong learning.
Curriculum Cymreig
Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. The local and school environment is utilised to support this. E.g. role play, listening, reading and responding to Welsh stories. The Eisteddfod involves reading, handwriting, and writing for a purpose fiction and non-fiction.

Parental Involvement, Partnerships & Community

Parents and Volunteers from the community come into school to support children with their reading, and also help with managing the school library.

We celebrate World Book Day each year; inviting visitors to come and share reading experiences, read to the children and listening to children reading
Authors and poets are invited into school as appropriate to inspire pupils. We visit the local library.
Transition

Whole school planning allows for smooth transition between phases. Regular curriculum meetings take place to ensure progression, smooth transition and continuity between the phases.

Statutory Assessment
Pupils who are first accessing The Foundation Phase at St Mary’s will be statutorily assessed using the Foundation Phase Profile during the first 6 weeks of the autumn term. At the end of Foundation Phase, statutory teacher assessment against Foundation Phase outcomes takes place.  
Marking, feedback and assessment
Marking, feedback and assessment will take place in line with the Marking and Feedback Policy.

Non-statutory assessments will take place in line with agreed procedures.

Resources

There are a wide range of resources, including ICT resources to support language, literacy and communication skills across the curriculum. 
Monitoring 

This takes place in line with the Monitoring Policy and is carried out by the LLC co-ordinator.
Reviewed January 2019 by LLC Coordinator

N.Jones 
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Learning and Loving


Caring and Sharing


through 


The message of Christ























St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.








Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 





Learning and Loving


Caring and Sharing


through 


The message of Christ























St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.








Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 








