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Our school policy is that every child will be taught Maths in an environment which reflects the Church’s teachings of love, tolerance and respect and will be helped to reach their full potential in Mathematics.

Aims and Objectives 

At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, we aim to
· Stimulate children’s curiosity, interest and enjoyment for learning through ‘hands on’ investigative experiences, play, focused activities and discussion;

· Help children understand the importance of mathematical development in everyday life and to apply that understanding to a range of situations; 
· Develop the ability to solve problems through decision-making, drawing on experience, thinking logically and reasoning in a range of contexts;

· Promote confidence and competence with numbers and the number system;

· Develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered and presented;

· Explore features of shape and space, and develop measuring skills in a range of contexts;

· Provide a sense of challenge and achievement for all pupils.

Teaching and Learning Style

We believe children should acquire and absorb mathematics through a holistic approach to learning. We aim to develop children’s skills, knowledge and understanding through a structured developmental and progressive continuum, taking account of their learning needs and allowing for spontaneous developmental opportunities when they arise. We aim to ensure learning is exciting, challenging and creative, and that learners understand what they need to do to improve and how they can do this. 
We develop children’s mental recall skills through planned activities and differentiated questions. Providing children with a range of opportunities to participate in practical activities allows children to understand how things can be ordered and connected, enabling them to begin identifying patterns and relationships.

We recognise all children are different and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the activity to the needs / ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies taking account of all learning styles whilst extending children’s thinking skills. Opportunities are planned for children to learn collaboratively with talking partners or groups whilst taking some ownership for their own learning.
At St Marys, we provide a ‘growth mindset culture’ and encourage children to use growth mindset vocabulary throughout focus Maths sessions.  Children are encouraged to apply their learning powers such as ‘don’t give up’ which help to develop confidence and focus whilst solving fluency and reasoning problems.  A learning zone target board is shared with children which allows for children to share the zone in which they feel they are working e.g. ‘comfort zone’. This allows for support to be offered or extension tasks to be provided to allow for all children to gain an understanding of the concept.
The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework in Wales (LNF)
The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) has been developed in Wales to enable all children to develop excellent literacy and numeracy skills appropriate to their age. It sets out the skills we expect learners to develop in school from ages 5 to 14. In St Mary’s, we have fully embedded the LNF into our planning cycle and allows for children to apply skills in all areas of learning.
Curriculum for Wales and The Four Purposes

As a new curriculum is due to be statutory as of September 2022, St Mary’s has begun to trial a ‘mastery’ approach to the teaching of Maths.  This is in line with the draft curriculum released in 2019.  We have used the White Rose Scheme of Work as a template and have embedded lots of new strategies such as ten frames, bar modelling and part, part, whole models.  The White Rose Scheme of Work allows for effective teaching of daily fluency, problem solving and reasoning activities.
We have begun to implement the 4 purposes; ‘ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, healthy, confident individuals and ethical, informed citizens’ throughout the planning for Maths.  This is highlighted in weekly and Continuous Provision planning.
Mathematical Development across all areas of learning in the Foundation Phase- ‘LNF in practice’’
Effective provision for mathematical development in the Foundation Phase is carefully planned across all areas of learning to ensure that children have opportunities to develop, apply and extend their skills of using and applying mathematics, number, measure, shape and space through a variety of media, including ICT. 

Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity

· Using odd / even numbers when taking turns during social routines / circle time.
· Creating class / group graphs on children’s preferred / personal choices, for example, choosing their favourite healthy snack.
· Looking at, discussing and producing their own patterns based on patterns and prints from different cultures / religions.

Language, Literacy and Communication Skills

· Using different forms of communication such as speaking or through art and craft, identifying which containers hold the most / least and describing the process that they used to find out.
· Listening to / discussing / reading, then retelling in mark making, pictorial or written form stories which have a mathematical theme or focus. 

Bilingual Skills

· Listening to and joining in with counting rhymes through the medium of Welsh.
· Handling and building up vocabulary relating to 2D and 3D shapes, e.g. cylch, triongl, etc.

· Developing positional vocabulary through nursery rhymes, games and songs in Welsh and then using them in practical activities.
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Observing and recording numbers, shapes and patterns in the outdoor learning environment.
· Developing timelines to show the passage of time – initially of events in a day through to a specific time in history.

Physical Development

· Using positional, number and comparative mathematical language when moving around in physical activities outdoors and when using programs on the computer.
· Using timers / stop watches to record how many jumps / hops / claps children can do in one minute.
· Exploring shape through the use of own body.

Creative Development

· Using different types of music, songs, or rhymes to count out and record the patterns and beats in a rhythm.
· Using a variety of media, including ICT to create 3D and 2D shape models and pictures to reflect shape, space and pattern observed in works of art.
In addition to this at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School we take account of statutory requirements and cross curricular themes, such as the Curriculum Cymreig, personal and social education and careers and the world of work, which includes equal opportunities, food and fitness and sustainable development.

Additional Learning Needs including More Able & Talented

Mathematical skills are developed with all children, whatever their ability.  Children are taught in mixed ability classes to allow for all children to gain a deep understanding of a concept.  Learning opportunities are matched to the needs of all children to include challenge and support for our most and least able children. When necessary these take account of any relevant targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School recognises and supports the needs of all children. Pupils will be offered appropriate challenging opportunities to generate their own learning, to think, work with a talking partner and to work independently.
Equal Opportunities
In St Mary’s, we have carefully considered and analysed the impact of this policy on equality and the possible implications for pupils with protected characteristics, as part of our commitment to meet the Public Sector Equality Duty requirement to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relationships. 

Equality of opportunities is always observed with positive attitudes to mathematical development being developed irrespective of disability, gender, race, ethnic origin, culture, language or religion. 

Curriculum Cymreig

Opportunities are provided to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical and linguistic characteristics of Wales. The local and school environment is utilised to support this.

Parental Involvement, Partnerships & Community

Parents and members of the community are encouraged throughout the school to support their children’s learning. 

E.g. learning number bonds, practical activities to support class-work, learning times- tables.
Seesaw is used to keep parents informed of the mathematical aspects we are covering each half term.  Ideas of how to help your child at home are also sent via the app as well as sharing any resources which enhance the children’s learning at home.  The school Twitter account and school website are also used to inform parents and the community of the work and celebrate learning opportunities that children have experienced.
Transition

Whole school planning allows for smooth transition between phases. Regular School Improvement staff meetings take place to ensure progression, smooth transition and continuity between the phases.

Statutory Assessment

Pupils who are first accessing The Foundation Phase at St Mary’s will be statutorily assessed using the Foundation Phase Profile during the first 6 weeks of the autumn term. At the end of Foundation Phase, statutory teacher assessment against Foundation Phase outcomes takes place in addition to statutory Welsh Government tests in Numerical Reasoning and Procedural Maths skills where children are given a standardised score.
Marking, Feedback and Assessment

Marking, feedback and assessment will take place in line with the Marking and Feedback Policy.
Non-statutory assessments will take place in line with agreed procedures.

Resources

There are a wide range of concrete resources, including ICT resources to support numeracy skills across the school. These are kept in the Mathematical development learning areas / classrooms and in central resource areas. 

Monitoring 

This takes place in line with the Monitoring Policy and is carried out by the Mathematical Development co-ordinator and Senior Management team during book scrutiny sessions and learning walks.  School Develop Plan (SDP) Maths team monitor the teaching and learning of Maths. 
Learning and Loving


Caring and Sharing


through 


The message of Christ











St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is a happy community where we are loved and valued as individuals.


 


As Disciples of Jesus, we learn 


together, pray together and 


celebrate together as one in God’s love.





Together with parents/carers, the parish and the wider community, we prepare our children to live and build God’s kingdom on earth. 
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